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In the claims : The claims are as follows. 

1, (Currently amended) A method by which a firot device — (11) 
providco a connection — (4r4r) — to a aecond device — (12) for a 
communication device , characterized by comprising ; 

a atop — — in which the firot device — (11) obtaina storing 
in from a contacts bearer data store (lid lld^ ) association 
information for a contact that is indicated in the contacts bearer 
data store by an identifier, the association information including 
a list of at least two possible bearers for providing the a 
connection — (14) to the contact , wherein the contacts bearer data 
store — (lid lid' ) — aooociatca contacts with bcarcro oo ao to arrange 
the aooociation information by contact each of the possible 
bearers for the contact is stored so as to be associated with the 
contact via the identifier for the contact ; and 

a otep — fS-S-^ — in which the first device — {4r3r) — selccto selecting 
from the contacts bearer data store one of the at least two 
possible bearers for the contact based on the identifier and 
either based on a predetermined selection strategy — (lib) or fey 
based on trying each of the at least two possible bearers in turn 
until the connection — (14) is made; 

thereby automatically wherein the selecting of a — the bearer 
for the contact for providing the connection — fi4-^ — to the aecond 
device — (12) is performed automatically without requiring an input 
by a user of the firot device (11) — at the time of providing the 
connection — (14) . 

a-: — (Original) — A method ao in claim 1, — further charactcrigcd by ; 

a otep — — in which the aosociation information io otorcd in 

a contacto bearer data otore — (lid lld^ ) ; and 

a otep — fa4r) — in which the firot device — fHr) — refcro to the 

contacto bearer data otore — (lid lid') — acccooiblc to the firot 



-2- 



Attorney Docket No.: 944-4.30 
Serial No.: 10/612,398 

dcvioo — Hri^ — to obtain a liot of at Icaot two poaoiblc bcarcro for 
providing the conncGtion — (1 4 ) . 

2 . Canceled. 

3. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 3-1, further 

characterized by comprising : 

a step — fS4^ — in which the firot dovicc — (4ri^ — rcfcra to 
referring to an owner bearer data store (lie) to obtain a list of 
bearers available to the firQt dcvicc for use in establishing a 
connection to another communication device — (-3ri-) — and aloo rcfero to 
a bearer oclcction otrategy data otorc — (lib) to obtain the 
predetermined aclcction otrategy ; and 

a step — (-2-5^ — in which the firot device — B^i^ — rcfero to the 

contacto bearer data otore — (lid lid' ) — to obtain a liot of pooaiblc 
bearero for providing the connection (14) — and an addrcoa for each 
of the pooaible bearera; — a^d 

a otep — — in which the firot device d etermining a list of 
both possible and available bearers for the contact by 4 ^rjr)- 
climinatco from eliminating from the list of possible bearers for 
the contact any bearer that does not occur on the list of 
available bearers. 

4. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 1, further 
characterized in that wherein a public source of contact 
information is used in the otep — — e#-obtaining the association 
inf ormat io n (lid lld^ ) . 

5. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 1, further 
characterized in that in the otep — (20) of wherein in obtaining the 
association information (lid lldM / the a second device (12) 
communicates to the firot device (10) the association information 
needed by the firot device — (10) for automatically selecting a 
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bearer for communication with the occond dcvicc contact (12) . 

6. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 1, wherein the 
predetermined selection strategy (lib) indicates selecting a 

bearer based on at least one of the following selection criteria: 
acceptable price; acceptable bandwidth; acceptable latency; as 
ordered in a list — (lid lld^ ) hosted in the firat device (11) ; 
fastest to connect when the firot device — (11) attempts to make 
different connections in parallel to the accond device — (12) v ia 
different possible bearers; wherein the acceptable price, 
acceptable bandwidth, and acceptable latency are as compared to 
predetermined thresholds for price, bandwidth and latency - 

7. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 6, wherein the 
predetermined threshold for latency indicates a minimum quality of 
service — (QoS) requirement for the connection — (14) . 

8. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 7, further 
comprising a step — (-3^4 — e^— periodically checking comparing the QeS 
quality of service to the minimum quality of service requirement 
during communication via the connection — (14) and initiating a 
bearer change if the QoS quality of service is no longer 
sufficient . 

9. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 1, wherein the 
association informatio n (lid lldM includes a bearer identifier 
for each of at least two different bearers both associated with 
the occond dcvicc a same second device (12) . 

10. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 9, wherein the 
association information (lid lid') for each bearer further 
includes an indication of the contact, a bearer identifier, and an 
address for use with Qach the bearer aooociatcd with the occond 
dcvicG — (12) . 
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a-, — (Original) A method qo in claim 1, whorcin in the atop (28) of 
aclcGting a bearer, the firot device — (11) attempto to connect to 
the oecond device — (12) baoed on an aooociation of the aecond 
device — (4rS^ — linking the aecond device — — to a name of an 
intended recipient, 

11. Canceled. 

iS-i — (Original) A method as in claim 11, wherein in the otcp — (2 8 ) 
of oelecting a bearer, — the firot device — — attempts to connect 
to the oecond device — (12) uoing the at least two different bcarero 
included in the aooociation information — (lid lid' ) — ao aooociated 
with the oecond device — (12) . 

12. Canceled. 

13. (Currently amended) A computer program product comprising: a 
computer readable storage structure embodying computer program 
code thereon for execution by a computer processor in a firot 
device — (11) , — oaid computer program code for uoe in providing for 
the firot device — (-3ri^ — a connection (14) — to a oecond device — (12) , 
said computer program code comprising instructions for performing 
a method as in claim l- t- 

computer program code for cauoing the computer proccooor to 

perform a otcp (20) — in which the firot device (11) obtaino from a 
Gontacto bearer data otorc — (lid lid') aooociation information 
including a liot of at leaot two poooible bcarero for providing 
the connection — (14) , — wherein the contacto bearer data otorc — (lid 
lid' ) — aooociateo contacto with bcarero oo ao to arrange the 
aooociation information by contact; — aftd 

computer program code for cauoing the computer proccooor to 

perform a otcp (28) in which the firot device — (11) oelecto one of 
the at leaot two poooible bcarero baoed on a predetermined 
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ocloction otratcgy (lib) — or by trying each of the at Icaat two 
poaoiblc bcarcro in turn until the connection (14) — io mado; 

aaid computer program code thereby providing functionality 

for automatically oclecting a bearer for providing the connection 
4i4r) — to the accond device — (12) without requiring an input by a 
uocr of the firat device — (11) at the time of providing the 
connection (1 4 ) . 

^h4r-. — (Original) — A computer program product ao in claim 13, — further 
characteriaed by? 

computer program code for cauoing the computer proceooor to 

perform a otcp — ^5-9^ — of storing the aooociation information in a 
contacto bearer data otore — (lid lld^ ) ; and 

computer program code for cauoing the computer proceaoor to 

perform a otep — (-344 — in which the firot device — M-t^ — refero to the 
contacto bearer data otore — (lid lld^ ) — acccooible to the firot 
device — fii^ — to obtain a liot of at leaot two poooible bearero for 
providing the connection — (14) , 

14. Canceled. 

15. (Currently amended) An apparatus included for use in a firot 
communication device — fii^ — for enabling the firot device — (4ri^ — te 
provide a connection — f3r4-) — to a occond device — (12) , characterized 
b ycomprising ; 

meano — (11a) — for obtaining from a contacts bearer data store 
(lid lldM , for storing association information for a contact that 
is indicated in the contacts bearer data store by an identifier, 
the association information including a list of at least two 
possible bearers for providing the a connection — (1 4 ) to the 
contact, wherein each of the possible bearers for the contact is 
stored so as to be associated with the contact via the identifier 
for the contact the contacto bearer data otore — (lid lid' ) 
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asaociatco contacto with bcarcro qo ao to arrange the aooociation 
information by Gontact ; and 

means — (11a) for selecting from the contacts bearer data store 
one of the at least two possible bearers for the contact based on 
the identifier and either based on a predetermined selection 
strateg y (lib) or by -based on trying each of the at least two 
possible bearers in turn until the connection — (14 ) is made; 

wherein the apparatus is configured to select the bearer for 

the contact automatically without requiring an input by a user of 
the communication device thcrcby enabling automatic Gclcction of a 
bearer for providing the connection — (-i4-) — to the aecond device — (12) 
without requiring an input by a uocr of the first device — (^ri^ — afe 
the time of providing the connection — (14) , 

ir€-, — (Original) An apparatus ao in claim 15, — further characterized 
feyi- 

means — — for storing the association information in a 

contacts bearer data store — (lid lid' ) ; and 

means — (54-) — by which the first device — — refers to the 

contacts bearer data store — (lid lid' ) — acGeooiblc to the first 
device — (-li-) — to obtain a list of at least two possible bearers for 
providing the connection — (14) , 

16. Canceled. 

17. (Currently amended) An apparatus as in claim 15, wherein the 
predetermined selection strateg y (lib) indicates selecting a 
bearer based on at least one of the following selection criteria: 
acceptable price; acceptable bandwidth; acceptable latency; as 

ordered in a list — (lid lid' ) hosted in the first 

device communication device — (11) ; and fastest to connect when the 
first device — {r^r^ — attempts to ma]ce different conncctiono in 
parallel to the second device — f4r3-) — via different possible bearers ; 
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and wherein the acceptable price, acceptable bandwidth, and 
acceptable latency are as compared to predetermined thresholds for 
price, bandwidth and latency. 

18. (Currently amended) An apparatus as in claim 15, wherein the 

association information (lid lid' ) — for each bearer includes an 
indication of the contact, a bearer identifier_^ for each of at 
Icaat two different bcarcro aooociatcd with the second device 
(12) and an address for use with the bearer . 

^r9-. — (Original) An apparatus as in claim 15, — wherein the means — (28) 
for aclocting a bearer io so adapted that the first device — (11) 
attempts to connect to the second device — (45^ — based on an 
association of the second device — HrS-i — linking the second device 
(12) — to a name of an intended recipient. 

19. Canceled. 

SrQ-z — (Previously presented) A system comprising a first device — (11) 
and a second device — (12) , — with the first device — (^ri^ — including an 
apparatus for enabling the first device — (4ri-) — to provide a 
connection — (4r4-) — to the second device — (12) , — the system 
characteriged in that the apparatus comprises; 

means — (11a) — for obtaining from a contacts bearer data store 

(lid lld^ ) — association information including a list of at least 
two possible bearers for providing the connection (14), wherein 
the contacts bearer data store — (lid lid' ) — associates contacts with 
bearers so as to arrange the association information by contact; 

means — (11a) — for selecting one of the at least two possible 

bearers based on a predetermined selection strategy — (lib) — or by 
trying each of the at least two possible bearers in turn until the 
connection (14) — is made; 
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thereby enabling automatic oclcGtion of a bearer for 

providing the connoction — (4:44 — to the oocond device — fiS^ — without 
requiring an input by a uocr of the firot device — (-3ri^ — at the time 
of providing the connection — (14) . 

20. Canceled. 

^r^. — (Original) A oyotcm ao in claim 20; — further charactcrigcd in 
that the apparatuo alao comprioco; 

meano — — for otoring the aooociation information in a 

Gontacto bearer data otore — (lid lid' ) ; and 

meano — (-24^ — by which the firot device — (4r4r^ — rcfcro to the 

contacto bearer data otorc — (lid lid' ) — acccGoiblc to the firot 
device — fidb^ — to obtain a liot of at Icaot two poaaiblc bearcro for 
providing the connection — (1 4 ) . 

21. Canceled. 

22- . — (Original) A ayotem ao in claim 20, — wherein the predetermined 
selection otrategy — (lib) — indicateo oelccting a bearer baoed on at 
least one of the following oelcction criteria! — acceptable price; 
acceptable bandwidth; acceptable latency; ao ordered in a liot 
(lid lid') hooted in the firot device — (11) ; faoteot to connect 
when the firot device — (4ri4 — attempto to make different conncctiono 
in parallel to the oecond device — (12) via different poooible 
bearcro; wherein the acceptable price , — acceptable bandwidth, — afid 
acceptable latency arc ao compared to predetermined threoholdo for 
price, — bandwidth and latency. 

22. Canceled. 

23- . — (Original) A oyotcm ao in claim 20, — wherein the aooociation 
information (lid lid') — includeo a bearer identifier for each of at 
leaot two different bearcro aooociated with the oecond device 
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23 . Canceled. 

— (Original) A oyotcm qo in claim 20, — further Gharactcrizod in 

that the apparatuo ia ouch that the mcano — (-2-8^ — for aGlecting a 
bearer io oo adapted that the first device — (11) — attcmpta to 
connect to the aecond device — ( 12 ) — baaed on an aooociation of the 
oecond device — fiS^ — linking the oecond device — (^rS^ — to a name of an 
intended recipient . 

24 . Canceled. 

25. (New) An apparatus for use in a communication device, 
comprising : 

a contacts bearer data store, for storing association 

information for a contact that is indicated in the contacts bearer 
data store by an identifier, the association information including 
a list of at least two possible bearers for providing a connection 
to the contact, wherein each of the possible bearers for the 
contact is stored so as to be associated with the contact via the 
identifier for the contact; and 

a network/ bearer selector, for selecting from the contacts 
bearer data store one of the at least two possible bearers for the 
contact based on the identifier and either based on a 
predetermined selection strategy or based on trying each of the at 
least two possible bearers in turn until the connection is made; 

wherein the apparatus is configured to select the bearer for 
the contact automatically without requiring an input by a user of 
the communication device. 

26. (New) An apparatus as in claim 25, wherein the contacts 
bearer data store is configured to include for each of the 
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possible bearers for the contact an indication of the contact, a 
bearer identifier, and an address for use with the bearer. 

27. (New) A method, comprising: 

storing in a contacts bearer data store a plurality of 
bearers forming a list of possible bearers for a contact that is 
indicated by an identifier in the contacts bearer data store, 
wherein the bearers are for use in communicating with the contact 
and are stored in the contacts bearer data store so as to be 
associated with the contact via the identifier; and 

selecting a bearer for the contact from the list of possible 
bearers for the contact based on the identifier, and attempting to 
establish communication with. the contact using the selected 
bearer . 

28. (New) A method as in claim 27, further comprising referring 
to an owner bearer data store to obtain a list of available 
bearers for establishing a connection with a communication device, 
and determining a list of both possible and available bearers for 
communicating with the contact by eliminating from the list of 
possible bearers for the contact any bearer that does not occur on 
the list of available bearers. 

29. (New) A method as in claim 27, wherein the selecting of a 
bearer for the contact is based also on a predetermined selection 
strategy or is based also on trying each of the possible bearers 
in turn until a connection is made for communication with the 
contact . 

30. (New) A method as in claim 29, wherein the predetermined 
strategy indicates selecting a bearer for the contact based on at 
least one of the following selection criteria: acceptable price; 
acceptable bandwidth; acceptable latency; as ordered in a list; 
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and fastest to connect; and wherein the acceptable price, 
acceptable bandwidth, and acceptable latency are as compared to 
predetermined thresholds for price, bandwidth and latency. 

31- (New) A method as in claim 27, wherein for each bearer for 
the contact the contacts bearer data store includes an indication 
of the contact, a bearer identifier, and an address for use with 
the bearer. 

32. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

data store means for storing a plurality of bearers forming a 
list of bearers for a contact that is indicated by an identifier 
in the data store means, wherein the bearers are for use in 
communicating with the contact and the data store means is 
configured to store the bearers for the contact so as to be 
associated with the contact via the identifier; and 

means for selecting a bearer for the contact from the list of 
possible bearers for the contact based on the identifier, and for 
attempting to establish communication with the contact using the 
selected bearer. 

33. (New) An apparatus as in claim 32, wherein the contacts 
bearer data store is configured to include for each bearer for the 
contact an indication of the contact, a bearer identifier, and an 
address for use with the bearer. 

34. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

a contacts bearer data store, for storing a plurality of 
bearers forming a list of possible bearers for a contact that is 
indicated by an identifier in the contacts bearer data store, 
wherein the bearers are for use in communicating with the contact 
and the contacts bearer data store is configured to store the 
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bearers for the contact so as to be associated with the contact 
via the identifier; and 

a network/ bearer selector, for selecting a bearer for the 
contact from the list of possible bearers for the contact based on 
the identifier, and for attempting to establish communication with 
the contact using the selected bearer. 

35. (New) An apparatus as in claim 34, wherein the network/ 
bearer selector is configured to refer to an owner bearer data 
store to obtain a list of bearers available for communication, and 
to determine a list of both possible and available bearers for the 
contact by eliminating from the list of possible bearers for the 
contact any bearer that does not occur on the list of available 
bearers . 

36. (New) An apparatus as in claim 34, wherein the network/ 
bearer selector is configured to select the bearer for the contact 
based also on a predetermined selection strategy or based also on 
trying each of the bearers in turn until the connection is made 
for communication with the contact. 

37.. (New) An apparatus as in claim 36, wherein the predetermined 
strategy indicates selecting a bearer based on at least one of the 
following selection criteria: acceptable price; acceptable 
bandwidth; acceptable latency; as ordered in a list; and fastest 
to connect; and wherein the acceptable price, acceptable 
bandwidth, and acceptable latency are as compared to predetermined 
thresholds for price, bandwidth and latency. 

38. (New) An apparatus as in claim 34, wherein for each bearer 

for the contact the contacts bearer data store is configured to 
include an indication of the contact, a bearer identifier, and an 
address for use with the bearer. 
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39. (New) A method for use by a wireless communication device, 
comprising: 

receiving an input from a user of the wireless communication 
device indicating a command for contacting a second user; 

obtaining association information relating to contacting the 
second user, wherein the association information includes at least 
two possible bearers for establishing a wireless communication 
connection with any of one or more devices of the second user, and 
the association information is related to contacting the second 
user via an identifier of the second user included with or 
indicated in the association information; 

selecting one of the at least two possible bearers for 
contacting the second user based on the identifier; and 

attempting to establish communication with the second user by 
initializing a wireless communication connection via the selected 
bearer. 

40. (New) A method as in claim 39, wherein the selecting of a 
bearer is based on a predetermined selection strategy. 

41. (New) A method as in claim 39, wherein the selecting of a 
bearer is based on trying each of the possible bearers in turn 
until a connection is made for communication with the second user. 

42. (New) An apparatus, for use by a wireless communication 
device , comprising : 

means for receiving an input from a user of the wireless 
communication device indicating a command for contacting a second 
user; 

means for obtaining association information relating to 
contacting the second user, wherein the association information 
includes at least two possible bearers for establishing a wireless 
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communication connection with any of one or more devices of the 
second user, and the association information is related to 
contacting the second user via an identifier of the second user 
included with or indicated in the association information; 

means for selecting one of the at least two possible bearers 
for contacting the second user based on the identifier; and 

means for attempting to establish communication with the 
second user by initializing a wireless communication connection 

via the selected bearer. 

43. (New) An apparatus as in claim 42, wherein the selecting of 
a bearer is based on a predetermined selection strategy or is 
based on trying each of the possible bearers in turn until a 
connection is made for communication with the second user. 

44. (New) An apparatus, for use by a wireless communication 
device, comprising a processor configured to: 

receive an input from a user of the wireless communication 
device indicating a command for contacting a second user; 

obtain association information relating to contacting the 
second user, wherein the association information includes at least 
two possible bearers for establishing a wireless communication 
connection with any of one or more devices of the second user, and 
the association information is related to contacting the second 
user via an identifier of the second user included with or 
indicated in the association information; 

select one of the at least two possible bearers for 
contacting the second user based on the identifier; and 

attempt to establish communication with the second user by 
initializing a wireless communication connection via the selected 
bearer. 
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45. (New) An apparatus as in claim 44, wherein the selecting of 
a bearer is based on a predetermined selection strategy. 

46. (New) An apparatus as in claim 44> wherein the selecting of 
a bearer is based on trying each of the at least two possible 
bearers in turn until a connection is made for communication with 
the second user. 

47. (New) An apparatus as in claim 44, wherein for each bearer 
the association information includes an indication of the second 
user via an identifier for the second user, a bearer identifier, 
and an address for use with the bearer. 

48. (New) A method as in claim 1, further comprising receiving 
an input from a user of the communication device indicating a 
command to provide a connection for communication with the 
contact . 

49. (New) An apparatus as in claim 15, further comprising means 
for receiving an input from a user of the communication device 
indicating a command to provide a connection for communication 
with the contact. 
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